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An Order for Morning Prayer on Sunday during Easter
Welcome

Jesus Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
We light the Easter candle.

Preparation
Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

HYMN: 1. Alleluia, Alleluia!
 hearts to heaven and voices raise;
 sing to God a hymn of gladness,
 sing to God a hymn of praise:
 he who on the Cross a victim
 for the world's salvation bled,
 Jesus Christ the King of glory,
 now is risen from the dead.

 2. Christ is risen, Christ the first-fruits
 of the holy harvest field,
 which will all its full abundance
 at his second coming yield;
 then the golden ears of harvest
 will their heads before him wave,
 ripened by his glorious sunshine,
 from the furrows of the grave.

 3. Christ is risen, we are risen;
 shed upon us heavenly grace,
 rain and dew, and gleams of glory
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 from the brightness of thy face;
 that we, with our hearts in heaven,
 here on earth may fruitful be,
 and by angel-hands be gathered,
 and be ever, Lord, with thee.

 4. Alleluia, Alleluia,
 glory be to God on high;
 Alleluia to the Saviour,
 who has gained the victory;
 Alleluia to the Spirit,
 fount of love and sanctity;
 Alleluia, Alleluia,
 to the Triune Majesty.

Confession
Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us.

Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil and 
confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.

1 Corinthians 5.7,8
Lord God,
we have sinned against you;
we have done evil in your sight.
We are sorry and repent.
Have mercy on us according to your love.
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.
Renew a right spirit within us
and restore us to the joy of your salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

Absolution
May the Father of all mercies
cleanse you from your sins,
and restore you in his image
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to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Blessed is the Lord,
for he has heard the voice of our prayer;
therefore shall our hearts dance for joy
and in our song will we praise our God.

THE WORD OF GOD
Old Testament Canticle

A Song of David is said

Splendour and majesty are yours, O God; 
you are exalted as head over all.
1. Blessed are you, God of Israel, for ever and ever, 
for yours is the greatness, the power,
the glory, the splendour and the majesty.
2. Everything in heaven and on earth is yours; 
yours is the kingdom, O Lord,
and you are exalted as head over all.
3. Riches and honour come from you 
and you rule over all.
4. In your hand are power and might; 
yours it is to give power and strength to all.
5. And now we give you thanks, our God, 
and praise your glorious name.
6. For all things come from you, 
and of your own have we given you.       1 Chronicles 29.10b-13, 14b

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. 
Amen.
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Splendour and majesty are yours, O God;
you are exalted as head over all.

Reading
Our reading is from the book of Acts (8.26–40)

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the 
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a 
wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, 
he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go 
over to this chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and heard him 
reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you 
are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ 
And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage 
of the scripture that he was reading was this:
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
   and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
     so he does not open his mouth. 
 In his humiliation justice was denied him.
   Who can describe his generation?
     For his life is taken away from the earth.’ 
The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the 
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip 
began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to 
him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, 
they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! 
What is to prevent me from being baptized?‘He commanded the 
chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down 
into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw 
him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself 
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at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed 
the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

At the end the reader says

In this is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Canticle
1. Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, 
who has come to his people and set them free.
2. He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, 
born of the house of his servant David.
3. Through his holy prophets God promised of old 
to save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all that hate us,
4. To show mercy to our ancestors, 
and to remember his holy covenant.
5. This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
6. Free to worship him without fear, 
holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life.
7. And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
8. To give his people knowledge of salvation 
by the forgiveness of all their sins.
9. In the tender compassion of our God 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
10. To shine on those who dwell in darkness 
 and the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.                   Luke 1.68-79

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
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as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. 
Amen.

Address and Reflection
A short address is followed by a time of reflection with music playing.

The Creed
We affirm our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

Intercessions

The following response may be used

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
And at the end
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Merciful Father,
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

Collect
Risen Christ,
your wounds declare your love for the world
and the wonder of your risen life:
give us compassion and courage
to risk ourselves for those we serve,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Gathering our prayers and praises into one,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.  
Amen.
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HYMN:  1. I, the Lord of sea and sky,
 I have heard my people cry.
 All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
 I who made the stars of night,
 I will make their darkness bright.
 Who will bear my light to them?
 Whom shall I send?

 Chorus:
 Here I am, Lord. 
 Is it I, Lord? 
 I have heard you calling in the night. 
 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
 I will hold your people in my heart. 

 2. I, the Lord of snow and rain,
 I have borne my people's pain.
 I have wept for love of them. They turn away.
 I will break their hearts of stone,
 give them hearts for love alone.
 I will speak my word to them.
 Whom shall I send? Chorus 

 3. I, the Lord of wind and flame,
 I will tend the poor and lame.
 I will set a feast for them.
 My hand will save.
 Finest bread I will provide
 till their hearts be satisfied.
 I will give my life to them.
 Whom shall I send? Chorus
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The Conclusion
Heavenly Father,
we share together the blessing of your presence.
Give us in this life knowledge of your truth,
and in the world to come life everlasting;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

The Blessing
The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil,
and keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

The Grace
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of the God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore.
Amen.

Some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishop’s 
Council 2000
New Patterns for Worship, material from which is included in this service is 
copyright © The Archbishop’s Council 2002
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Your support of the work of the churches in our benefice is much 
appreciated.  You can donate by scanning the code or by going 
to:

 St Mary's Harkstead Online Giving - Give A Little
NB St Mary’s Harkstead are kindly administering these donations 

for the whole benefice!

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/4905ea01-2c40-4f3c-908a-a01e67786159
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/4905ea01-2c40-4f3c-908a-a01e67786159

